April 11, 1983

Legislature, it isn't often on this floor I wll rise

to oppose ny good frlend, Senator Harry Chronister, but

| hope all of you read the papers over the weekend and
noti ced what the Mayor of the Gty of Wst Point said
about this kind of a nmove. He said, | don't know how
anyone figures that the Clty of Wst Point can run one
of these packing plants any better than anyone el se. He
said, the statistics are there that show that they are
not paying on the present basis and we gust don't want
to be in that position. | think that sane thing is true
of the Gty of Schuylez'. | don't see howin the world
they can figure that if the Land O Lakes can't nake that
pl ant pay under the present situation, neither can the
Cty of Schuyler, nor can anyone el se. The argunent was
used on the floor the other day that this was needed for
the livestock 1lndustry. Let's face 1t, the supply of
livestock for the present packing plants 1s so | ow right
now t hat many of the plants are actually closing down

as they are in Gand Island at | east one day a week be-
cause the supply of finished cattle isn't there and it
is partially, of course, as many of us know because of
the weather. But let's be realistic about this and let' s
not get ouz cities involved in things they have no busi-
ness 1n. |, for that reason, amopposed to the Chronister
motion.

PRESI DENT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Vard Johnson.
Coul d we have order in the Chanmber, please. (Gavel).

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: M. Speaker and nenbers of the body,
| amgoing to rise in support of Senator Chronister's
motion to have this bill placed before the Legislature.

I have always been..+l vas interested during the | ast
debate at the sentinment of the body in not even enter-

taining this bill. It strikes me that it is prenmature
to )udge a bill wi thout having the bill 1ntroduced, with-
out having the bill zead, without having the bill heard

In conmittee, and accordi n?Iy comment s nade about how

i nappropriate it would be for the Gty oi Schuyler to
take over Land O Lakes or the City of West Point to take
over lowa Beef Processors, or what have you, are pre-
mature remarks that sinply do not address what is before
us, and the sinple question before us is whether or not
the bill that Senator Chronister is talking about can

be introduced and considered, and that is all. Now after
the bill is considered, it may well be that the idea does
not seem satisfactory to the menbers of the comittee
that considered the bl1ll, in which case the bill is killed.
O it may well be that the bill will be advanced to the
floor and tne Legislature as a whol e woul d decide to k111



